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plan lands 
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in Trump 
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Voters puzzled, wary 
rather than enthusiastic 
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MAUSTON, Wis. — President Donald 
Trump calls the GOP tax plan a great gift 
to the middle class. But people in this 
part of “Trump Country” appear alto- 
gether underwhelmed. 

“I havent had one person mention 
the tax bill to me,” said Lloyd Chase, the 
mayor of New Lisbon and the chairman 
of the Republican Party in small-town, 

blue-collar Ju- 


neau County, 

which saw the 

biggest vote 

M ARQUETTE shift in Wiscon- 

UNIVERSITY sin last fall from 

BAe ote Obama to 
LAW SCHOOL Trump. 

LUBAR FUND FOR Many voters 

PUBLIC POLICY RESEARCH say they’ve paid 


little attention 
to the bill, which Congress is expected to 
pass this week. Others say its swift and 
twisting path toward passage has left 
them in the dark about its final shape 
and impact, fueling their skepticism 
about its benefits. 

“We have no clue,” said Christopher 
Swan, part of a group of men in their 
60s, 70s, and 80s who meet every week- 
day morning for coffee at Randall’s Up- 
town tavern in Mauston. 

His assumption? 
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Deborah Kessel, who lives next door and just north of Mi 

9-month-old grandson, Sariel Vargas, a kiss as the smokestack puffs in the background. Kessel is concerned 
about the health effects the plant is having on her family and grandchild, who she takes care of while her 
daughter works. MIKE DE SISTI/MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


See TAX PLAN, Page 9A 


Fallout of the GOP tax plan: State 
corporations would get nearly half of 
federal tax cut. 6A 


COMING WEDNESDAY 


Barrel recycling factory spews foul 
odors and may be making people ill 


John Diedrich Milwaukee Journal Sentinel | USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Barrel recycling plants 
around the nation face 
similar issues. 


Probes of police 
shootings in 
Milwaukee 
remain in limbo 


Prosecutors wait until 
officers make statements 


T. FRANCIS — Deborah Kessel and Robert Kress hear the first bar- KEY FINDINGS 


rels banging at 5 a.m. most weekdays. Mid-America Steel 


Drum of St. Francis is 
emitting industrial pol- 
lutants that are creating 
nuisance odors. 


An hour later, the smokestack atop Mid-America Steel Drum 
begins churning out chalky white, often putrid-smelling plumes of ex- 
haust over their St. Francis home. Sometimes it hangs on the ground like re 

X The plant’s emissions 
may be leading to health 
ailments such as head- 
aches, sinus irritation, 
and fatigue. 


clumps of cotton. 


One day the smell may be like Super Glue, the next soap — or paint or 
Ashley Luthern Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 


USA TODAY NETWORK = WISCONSIN magic markers or rotten eggs. Depending on the wind direction, it ranges 


X Wind direction and 


from a faint odor to an overwhelming stench. 
strength are key factors 


Three Milwaukee police officers who 


had initially declined to speak to crimi- 
nal investigators about a fatal police 
shooting have now given their accounts 
of what happened, prosecutors said. 
The shooting of Jermaine Clay- 
brooks, as well as three other police 
shootings this year, have been in limbo 
with officers and deputies involved in- 
voking their constitutional right to re- 
main silent in the criminal investiga- 


See PROBES, Page 5A 


“Calm days are the worst. It’s almost 
like a fog machine. The smoke goes up10 
to 20 feet and then it just envelops the 
place,” Kress said. “You go outside, take 
a whiff, and your stomach turns.” 

Kessel and Kress live a couple hun- 
dred feet from Mid-America’s smoke- 
stack, sharing a property line with the 
plant, which refurbishes and recycles 


55-gallon steel drums and plastic con- 
tainers that often arrive with chemicals 
inside. 

The couple, along with dozens of oth- 
er residents, say the plant ruins their 
quality of life and — they fear — is dam- 
aging their health. 


See BURNED, Page 4A 


in determining what 
residents smell. 


X The plant, also known 
as Container Life Cycle 
Management, is under 
investigation by five 
government regulators 
and faces more than 70 
violations. 


Miilwaukee priest comes out as gay Owner is a no-show Weather Volume 136 | Issue 34 Daily $2 City and suburbs 

Home delivery pricing inside $2 and higher elsewhere 
Fr. Gregory Greiten tells congregation: “I am a The owner of an embattled company High 45° X Low 35° Subscribe 844-900-7103 lIl | | IIl IIll 
Roman Catholic priest. And, yes, |I am gay!” 3A does not attend a city hearing. 3A Partly cloudy. Forecast, 4C © 2017 
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CALL! FREE CONSULTATION 
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(CALLNI=800°87371 060foni4 14525723322 


Northwest Surgery Center 


(a certified ambulatory surgical center) 


1233 North Mayfair Rd Suite #304 
Milwaukee, WI 53226 


www.northwestsurgerycenter.com 
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